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BANYAN TRUST WEBSITE


The Banyan Trust website has been updated last summer. On � HYPERLINK "http://www.banyantrust.com" �www.banyantrust.com� you can read about the Banyan Trust’s activities and projects, with links to our archive of newsletters and other information about our work. We are very grateful to Jan Bol & Joris Koster who are so kind to donate their valuable time and IT expertise to us.


SURVEY


Within context of a new Banyan Project, an extensive survey was carried out by The Bangladesh Protibondhi Foundation in the Dhaka slums of Mirpur. One thousand households surrounding local textile factories were visited by a team of four people with the aim to identify children with special needs for the new Matrichaya project, a joint initiative of the Bangladesh Protibondhi Foundation and the Banyan Trust. Exactly eighty children were found to qualify for the Matrichaya Centre and suitable premises have now been secured. The project still in an embryonic stage will develop gradually within the next year. has already opened its doors. In our next newsletter we will publish photos and stories about the new endeavour.
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SANJEEVANI MOVING HOUSE


In March 2010 The Sanjeevani Project will move to new premises that will be more spacious and can accommodate more pupils. Thanks to generous contributions from the Herrod Foundation and the fantastic wedding gift of Jenni and Torbjörn Lundmark in Denmark,  the Banyan Trust has been able to secure and refurbish the ground floor and part of the first floor of a brand new building at the edge of the Badda slums, not far from where Sanjeevani is located now.  Our partner organisation SLUM will occupy the rest of the building with their inclusive Bright Stars School. The building will be a project in progress for several years as new floors will be added when funds permit. At present the fourth floor is under construction and will be finished within the first months of 2010.


Whereas the current building has served the project well, it will be returned to the landlord on March 15th 2010, according to the contract that was drawn up two years ago. The landlord would only agree to an extension of the lease on the basis of a much-increased rent. Even in a deprived area like Badda land is precious and in high demand in a city that is bursting at the seams and fast outgrowing its available space for new buildings. The new Sanjeevani Centre will be housed on land reclaimed from the huge rivers and lakes surrounding Dhaka.


The set-up of the new premises will remain more or less the same with a central room for the children where most activities will take place, but there will be additional rooms for children that are in need of more peace and quiet 











THE BANYAN TRUST





The Banyan Trust was founded in 1998 with the aim to provide comprehensive care to children with special needs from the poorest communities in India, Bangladesh and elsewhere.


Over the past ten years we have initiated, developed and funded the 


Apanjan Project in Calcutta, India – a residential and educational project


 for children with multiple disabilities – which has grown 


financially independent from The Banyan Trust. 


In 2008 the Sanjeevani Centre for Child Development was opened 


at the heart of a large slum community in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 


At present The Banyan Trust is establishing The Bright Stars Inclusive Education Programme within an existing primary slum school in Dhaka.


A new centre for pre-primary children with special needs of working mothers is opening in another large Dhaka slum: The Matrichaya Centre.


Our work would not be possible without the generous support of our regular sponsors.





For more information please contact The Banyan Trust:


01438 358500.


Or email us at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:banyantrust@gmail.com" ��banyantrust@gmail.com�


Our website: www.banyantrust.com
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(SANJEEVANI MOVING HOUSE)


around them. There will also be a dedicated computer room with equipment donated to the children of Sanjeevani by the Dutch Embassy in Dhaka. The interior of classrooms will reflect the educational approach at Sanjeevani, where the children are guided to interact with their environment and develop a sense of ownership of the rooms. The new classrooms will be perfect to facilitate the dynamic and fluid classroom activities typical of the Sanjeevani Centre.  The Montessori concepts of exploration with individual progress will once again be the main guidelines to create a new, happy and suitable environment for the children of Sanjeevani. The move is scheduled for March 15th 2010.
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Sanjeevani staff monitors the children’s domestic situation through daily visits to the families’ shacks in the Badda slums. Regular surveys provide valuable information about the families’ financial situation and their food intake. It enables Sanjeevani to act quickly in times of crises. Picture above: visiting the tin shack of Sanjeevani student Abul Mia (right).    





MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR


Once again we have received a quarterly report from Sanjeevani which gives us great pleasure and satisfaction. Pleasure because the children are thriving and satisfaction because the staff are giving these needy children a much happier childhood which involves each child in making a considerable effort to achieve any success.


We have continuing concerns of course, as each child is only one member of a family which needs our help with health issues and dietary problems, not to mention the constant demands on any family with a handicapped child.


Thanks to a generous donation we have our rice bank funds ready for the hefty rise in the market price that inevitably follows a bad harvest. We know from experience that if a family gets into debt or some other trouble - they flee the slum -  only to find that the village they left behind them offers nothing and the medication that the child needs is no longer provided, like it is at Sanjeevani. We have experienced several cases where the families saw no choice but to return to the Dhaka slums and face the music since their child’s life was at risk without Sanjeevani’s help. We have indeed become an integrated part of the rough and ready way of life in the Badda slums in Dhaka.


We will not fail this community. Our staff does such a good job and the families immediately seek their help if things go awry. We always try to be ahead of the situation as much as possible, we provide consistent funding and give both practical and emotional support to the project.    


Without you and our other regular donors, our friends and families, our sponsors and supporters there would be no success for us to celebrate and no smiling faces such as you see here ! 


We wish you all a merry Christmas and we look forward to a very exciting new year!                       Annie Larner, Chairman     
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