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(Chairman’s Message)


However, the staff need a lot of support in managing these vulnerable children successfully and they have no access to books on the subject – but we have of course - through the Internet.  So we have recently started to build up a library of useful support material by carefully selecting books with illustrations, cartoons and diagrams that help with the translation difficulties. We sent parcels of play equipment and books full of ideas and strategic techniques and programme plans to help the staff who also have to cope with disruptive behaviour and high energy levels not to mention confused parents and appalling weather conditions. 


One other new development that you can enjoy directly  – If you go to our website � HYPERLINK "http://www.banyantrust.com" �www.banyantrust.com� you will find our  new  4 minute film about Sanjeevani.  Enjoy !  And thank you for your continuing support without which there would no success story to tell.                          Annie Larner Chairman UK 








A BIG THANK YOU!


Michael Jones and the continued support from the Herrod Foundation. 


Kelly Hewitt for again providing all the children with two sets of beautiful school uniforms.


Graham Lomax for always doing our books and figures!


Hilary and Chris for their 25th Wedding party gift of a generous donation 


Ad Bol for making such a wonderful film about Sanjeevani.


St Stephen’s Church St Albans for another generous donation
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Jelli at Sanjeevani





A TALE OF INTEGRATION


Earlier this year the Sanjeevani Centre for Child Development moved house and now shares premises with the Bright Stars School, a primary school for children from the local slum area of Badda. The Bright Stars School is a project of our partner organisation SLUM and last year in collaboration with Sanjeevani this school of 150 children decided to shift its approach to inclusive education. In practice this means the inclusion of children with special needs in regular school activities, where some attend full time and other children only participate in lessons that suit their individual abilities. The primary aim is of course the integration of children with special needs in mainstream society, but this could not be achieved without changing the mentality of the community towards disability and where better to begin than with their peers, other young children. By finding themselves in the same classroom, playing in the same schoolyard, making music in the same group, celebrating the same festivals and eventually growing up together, 








THE BANYAN TRUST


The Banyan Trust was founded in 1998 with the aim to provide comprehensive care to children with special needs from the poorest communities in India, Bangladesh and elsewhere.


Over the past ten years we have initiated, developed and funded the Apanjan Project in Calcutta, India – a residential and educational project for children with multiple disabilities – which has grown financially independent from The Banyan Trust. 


In 2008 the Sanjeevani Centre for Child Development was opened at the heart of a large slum community in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 


In 2010 the Banyan Trust has helped our local partner in Bangladesh establish an innovative programme of inclusive primary education, 


now an integrated programme with the Sanjeevani Centre.


A sure path to a better future, that’s our motto.


Our work would not be possible without the generous support of our regular sponsors.


For more information please contact The Banyan Trust:


01438 358500.       Or email us at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:banyantrust@gmail.com" ��banyantrust@gmail.com�


Our website: www.banyantrust.com
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(Continued from page 1 -“A Tale of Integration”)


we hope to break down the enormous social barriers that people with disabilities meet in a developing country like Bangladesh and in a challenging slum society in particular. 


The Banyan Trust proposed an inclusive education programme to SLUM and offered to fund a relevant two week training programme at the Bangladesh Protibondhi Foundation (Handicap Foundation) for all teachers of the Bright Stars School. Laying the groundwork was a process of nearly two years, not only for the Bright Stars School, but also for Sanjeevani where the first group of children needed to be prepared with intensive lessons in order to make that step successfully. Failure was no option for these first children and the Sanjeevani teachers fully realised that. It would have destroyed the children’s newly found self-confidence, the teachers of both Sanjeevani and the Bright Stars School would have been demotivated and, mostly, it would have confirmed the prejudices strongly prevalent amongst quite a few of the parents of the Bright Stars pupils. Objections were made by some parents who were not keen to see their child in the same class as a child with special needs – the Bright Stars Director Chitto Halder managed to convince them to reserve judgement and assured them the curriculum would remain exactly the same.


In July the first group of five children transferred full time to the Bright Stars School, with classroom teaching assistants specially appointed by Sanjeevani to help the children where needed. Recently exams were held and these five children took part, just like all other pupils. All five passed the exams, not only just, but even with flying colours. So now the inclusive programme is firmly on track and many more children will surely follow.








SEASON’S GREETINGS


to all our sponsors


and friends
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CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE


The last six months have been truly amazing! We try to keep things gentle and calm as a lot of our children find it hard to tolerate new people or things or even a change of routine. Without some change however, the project would begin to dwindle and even deteriorate. Somehow we need to find the middle ground between new development and the children’s emotional needs – not easy! 


Recently we have made great progress with integration and our 5 high flyers have excelled beyond expectation. Soon after integration started Rabeya, our senior teacher, went on a scholarship to Boston Massachusetts in the US to learn about teaching blind and sight impaired children. She is thriving, despite a bit of a culture shock and we keep in touch by emailing with her regularly.  Meanwhile we needed to engage new teachers to cover for her and hopefully stay on as we expanded our programme. It’s all looking very promising at the moment and since our integrated pupils have settled so well upstairs in the Bright Stars School, we have been able to enrol some more new pupils from the local community. 


We were so very relieved that our lovely new building did not flood this year despite torrents of rain during the rainy season. The site was carefully chosen of course .Our splendid staff simply extended their waterplay therapy to outside the building and used the opportunity to have a lot of fun! Staff using the Montessori approach always seize the chance to introduce new play, as it is the key element of the learning process. 
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Sanjeevani’s children playing in the floodwaters around the building.
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