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Thanks also to AMJ who climbed mountains, baked cakes and had a barn dance, to raise money! MW who sells the meat from her small holding, HK & friends who saved their small coin over several weeks and produced a very heavy bag of money which needed two of us to carry to  the bank, and several people who give their professional services without charge! 


To each and every supporter a big “ Thank You“!



































A NEW BUILDING


In March 2004 a second building will be finished on the Apanjan grounds. It will become the new dormitory for our fifteen resident children. The existing building will accommodate the Day Centre. Already Apanjan welcomes 35 children with learning difficulties every day attending our special education programme and we are happy to be able to offer this much needed provision to more children in 2004. The picture above shows children in class in their custom-made chairs. Raju, second from the right, never pays any attention.



































Nabonita, head teacher, feeding our youngest girl pupil.














IT WAS A VERY GOOD YEAR!


2003 has been a very good year for the Banyan Trust. We didn’t get all the grants we applied for, we still need more regular sponsors and we had a worrying time when three of our boys were very ill.


BUT lets look at it another way, we got a very good response to Annie’s article in the Boots Magazine, we’ve had gift aided donations in from people that read about Apanjan and some who found interesting ways of raising funds. Happily both boys pulled through, thanks to the consistent dedication of the OFFER care team.


So it would be true to say we have had very good year! 


The day care programme has embraced a lot of new children including girls, so now its all hands to the pump in 2004 to raise a bit more money needed  to build a much needed dormitory.


If, in 2004, you can find a new supporter for Apanjan please use the form below to introduce them to our donor scheme or simply forward their details to us. Don’t forget,  every little bit helps.


Our ability to expand Apanjan is due to the reliable support from donors who send monthly (gift aided)  donations, to provide basic care for the children. The one off gifts, which are a real bonus, allow us to employ more staff which means we can cope with more kids and even buy things like the bus.


Special thanks to the artist Anita Peace who has given us a beautiful oil painting of a banyan tree with a small child sheltering under its branches and hanging roots. It is a big picture and doesn’t reduce down 


well, so we can’t show you it. When we next visit Calcutta we will roll it up and take it – at Apanjan it will be hung in a prominent position for all to admire.
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SUNDAYS


On Sundays, when the Day Centre is closed, the children of Apanjan explore the world beyond the boundaries of their own home. A firm favourite is Clown Town, a fun fair where the children are well known by all members of staff and get their rides for free. In the right-hand picture below all are ready to go to the Calcutta Zoo.  The left hand picture shows the children and carers on our Banyan bus on their way home after a lovely picnic in the park. In the front an overexcited Bablu decides to stick his tongue out at an ‘angry’ Nabonita. 
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Name……………………………………………...…….


Address……………………………………….…………


………………………………..……………………..…..


………………………             post code………………





I am a UK taxpayer & wish The Banyan Trust


to reclaim tax on this Gift Aid donation and all


future donations until further notice


Send me a form  for monthly debits of


£5                 £10                  £15             other………





Signed……………………………………………...……


date ………………………………………………...……





 


















































Trust. So a big thank you to Maximilian, our youngest do-nor yet!


FRUIT OF THEIR LABOUR


Apanjan’s head teacher, Nabonita, and Shoma, our physiotherapist are looking at something which seems so ordinary: just two children playing a simple game. (photo below) It is in fact a celebration of everybody’s individual achievements. Actions and movements such as standing up, holding and aiming a ball, balancing the body and understanding a game are about the development of motoric skills, concentration, willpower and lots and lots of exercise. 














APANJAN’S


YOUNGEST SUPPORTER


Maximilian had his rice eating ceremony this autumn, which is simi-lar to a christening cere-mony. Instead of celebrating in the usual manner by giving him presents, his family and friends decided to con-tribute to the Banyan








OUR WORK


At Apanjan we grow vegetables and flowers.


We even have holy cows! 


And chickens, geese and goats.


Our large pond is full of ducks. 


We, Apanjan’s children, connect to the earth.


And to our animals, plants and trees.


This is our very own patch of land,


where Calcutta’s slums and streets are so far away. 


Living with learning difficulties and being happy.


Now and in the future.


That’s what Apanjan is all about.


The Banyan Trust


Letchmore Farm, Rush Green


Langley nr Hitchin, Herts  SG4  7PJ


Phone: 01438 358500 / 01438 729 733
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Thank you and Merry Christmas!


To all sponsors and friends


of Apanjan 


and the Banyan Trust


      





DUBLIN MARATHON FOR BANYAN


This is Joy Teo running the Dublin Marathon for the Banyan Trust. (left picture) She read about Apanjan in Boots Magazine. Joy is a physiotherapist with a major bank. Her colleagues and clients have supported her with very generous donations for Apanjan’s future girls dormitory.


Thank you Joy!









































Picture: Physiotherapy and physical exercise help the children stay trim and mobile.





WORKING IN THE COMMUNITY 


The photos on this page illustrate the broad range of activities which the children enjoy in their new home. But we are also keenly aware that the home cannot exist in isolation from the surrounding community. That is why - thanks to a generous donation – the Banyan Trust is now able to support the development of a day care centre in the grounds of the new home. The centre will extend educational and social opportunities to children with learning difficulties from surrounding villages. It will cement our links with the local community and broaden the children’s social circle. There are several stages in the (continued in next column…)






































Picture: Shambu taking a walk.
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